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Our trailer ride around Sandwell Valley is a great success 
On Tuesday 10 September we 
welcomed 22 people to take a 
ride around Sandwell Valley in 
Sandwell Park Farm's Passen-
ger Trailer. This was a trial 
ride to find out if people who 
couldn't normally access 
Sandwell Valley would enjoy 
seeing the wonderful country-
side we are so lucky to have in 
West Bromwich. You will see 
from the photographs on the 
left that everyone had a great 
afternoon out. Two of Park 
Farm's farmers, Wayne and 
Rob, met us in Dartmouth 
Park's Car Park and we start-
ed the ride with Rob giving us 
a little history about the Park. 
Then it was onto the Valley 
with Wayne driving the tractor 
that pulled the trailer. Rob 
gave us a very interesting 
commentary as we passed 
through the countryside. When 
we reached one of the fields 

where cattle were grazing Rob explained that the Farm was involved in saving rare breeds, and the cattle, sheep, 
goats and pigs in the Valley were all rare breeds. We were shown where Jubilee Pit was located, and told about 
the railway line that once took the coal in trucks to the canal in Smethwick where it went down shoots into the 
waiting barges. The pit's baths’ building still exists and is used by the Boating Club that uses Swan Pool. The ride 
took us past the Priory Ruins and the site of Sandwell Hall, where the well that gave Sandwell its name has  
recently been restored. Then on through Priory Woods to Sandwell Park Farm Tea Rooms where afternoon tea 
was served.  Everyone said they had very much enjoyed their afternoon out in the countryside and a big thank 
you to Rob and Wayne for looking after us so well. 

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
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 Upcoming Events not to be missed 

Due to popular demand we will be organizing 
another Trailer Ride in Sandwell Valley.  If you 
wish to take advantage of this please contact: 
Carol on O121 588 4747 who will give you the  
details. 

 Annual Outing in beautiful Herefordshire 

On a sunny day in September we enjoyed firstly a visit to 
Ross-on-Wye for lunch, and followed this with a visit to 
Kentchurch Court, Pontrilas. The drive from Ross to 
Kentchurch took us through some stunning Herefordshire 
countryside with views of the Welsh Mountains in the  
distance. 

The photograph above shows us in the sitting room of 
Kentchurch Court where we were given a talk by the 
owner, Jan Lucas Scudamore, whose family have owned 
the estate for over 1000 years.   

After a short tour of the house we had free time to take in 
the gardens and enjoy tea and homemade cakes in the 
Tea Room.  

Christmas starts here with  
The Wolverhampton Ukulele Band 

On Saturday 30 November between 2pm and 4pm 
at Dartmouth Central Bowling Club this fabulous 
Ukulele Band will be entertaining us with a selec-
tion of Christmas songs.  This will be followed by 

Tea/Coffee and Mince pies.   
Entrance Free 

Visit to Steelhouse Lane Lock-up  
Police Museum 

Tuesday 12 November  
Coach from Dartmouth Park 

at 10.00  
Cost: £6 includes tea/coffee 

Please let us know asap if you wish to join us 
as spaces are limited on the free coach 

Annual Christmas  
Dinner and Dance 

Millichip Suite at The Hawthorns 
Tuesday 10 December 7pm for 7.30 pm 

Includes three course meal with 
vegetarian option 

and  
by popular request 

Mike Surman 
providing the entertainment 

Cost: £28 

Payment required asap 
to  Annette Welch 

c/o The Lodge 
Dartmouth Park, Reform Street, 

West Bromwich, B71 4AS 

Wednesday 30 October 

Children’s Half Term Activities in 

the Community Room in the ‘Fort’. 

 11am until 3pm crafts will be  

available and from 12am until 2pm 

 a visit from small animals 
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Friends of Dartmouth Park thank two groups of teenage volunteers  

for their help in the Park 

The group top left visited the Park twice.  They 
helped at our Summer Fair and produced a 
very useful survey questioning visitors to the 
Park and gaining their opinions on various  
issues.  

On their second visit they worked very hard  
under the supervision of Craig, who is in charge 
of the Park’s Council gardeners.  They cleared 
a very overgrown area close to the main gates. 
Some of the shrubs were saved for use in  
different areas of the Park. 

It was a very hot day, but the volunteers were 
cheerful and determined to get the job done. 

They were a group who had signed up for a 
scheme called ‘The Challenge’ in their summer 
holidays. 

The second group above, from Creative 
Academies Network delivering our NCS 
Programme, had also signed up in their  
summer holidays.  They cleared another bed 
close to the main entrance that needed to be 
thinned out so that the remaining plants 
would have a chance to grow.
   
They were under the supervision of Annette 
who organizes the regular volunteer garden-
ers in the Park.  She would like to give a big 
thank you to both groups for their hard work. 

The group below is the Namdhari Sikhs,and their 
Spiritual Head, Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji, who are 
encouraging the community to make a positive  
contribution towards supporting environmental and 
conservation issues. Tree planting in Dartmouth 
Park is one such initiative. 
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Dartmouth Park and the Food Production Campaign in WWII 

by Mark Barrett 

At the outbreak of WWII over two thirds of the United Kingdom's food was imported. This was obviously  
unsustainable and the government repeatedly emphasized that the war might be "won or lost on food  
supplies." They stressed the need for those on the Home Front to "Dig For Victory." 

A concerted campaign by the Department of Agriculture meant that between 1939 and 1943 the number 
of allotments in use virtually doubled from 930,000 to 1.7 million and the number of private gardens with  
vegetables from three to five million.  

Alongside this increase in capacity a programme of education was also necessary - and it is interesting to 

see that Dartmouth Park played its part. A Demonstration Plot was established in the Park and classes  

advertised in the local papers. That Plot appears to still be clearly visible in a 1945 aerial view of the Park.  




